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SPEAKERS’ BIOS 

 

AMB. URBAN RUSNÁK, Secretary General, Energy Charter Secretariat, Brussels 

 

Ambassador Urban Rusnák became Secretary General of the Energy 
Charter Secretariat in January 2012. Prior to his appointment with the 
Energy Charter Secretariat, Amb. Rusnák worked at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the Slovak Republic and was the Leader of the Project 
for Slovakia's External Energy Security. Before that, he was 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary Ambassador of the Slovak Republic to 
Ukraine (2005-2009), Head of the MFA Political Analysis Division 
(2003-2005), Deputy Head of Mission at the Embassy of the Slovak 
Republic in Turkey (1994-1998) and MFA Desk Officer for South 
Caucasus, Central Asia, CIS and South East Europe. He also held the 
position of Executive Director of the International Visegrad Fund in 
Bratislava (2000-2003) and Director of the Slovak Institute for 
International Studies (1999-2000). 

Additionally, Amb. Rusnák was a Lecturer at the Kiev Slavonic University 
(2005-2009) and at the International Relations Faculty of the Economic 
University in Bratislava (2000-2003). He was also Chairman of the 
Editorial Board of the Slovak Institute for International Studies (2000-
2003), Editor in Chief for the MFA International Issues Journal (1998-
1999) and is the author of several articles on international relations, 
energy security, development assistance and Caspian oil and gas issues. 
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MEHMET ÖGÜTCÜ, CEO, Global Resources Corporation 

 

A results-oriented business executive, intellectual leader and effective 
convener, Mehmet has accomplished a dynamic, multi-disciplinary and 
well-rounded career over the past 30 years. He has engaged in high-
level government, business, finance and public diplomacy deals and 
successful business agreements in Turkey, South East Europe, Central 
Asia, China, Asia-Pacific, MENA and Africa. 

Currently based in London, Beijing and Istanbul, Mehmet chairs Global 
Resources Partnership, UK. He is an independent non-executive director 
on the boards of Genel Energy Plc., traded on the London Stock 
Exchange, and Yasar Holding Group, listed on the Istanbul Stock 
Exchange, as well as the Pınar Su (water), DYO (paint) 
and Viking (paper) companies. 

Mehmet leads The Bosphorus Energy Club, an exclusive Track-II 
gathering of the top movers and shakers in finance, energy and politics 
across Turkey, Eurasia, MENA and Southeast Europe. In an honorary 
capacity, he also serves as the Special Envoy for MENA and Asia-
Pacific regions of the Energy Charter in Brussels. 

He served briefly as a deputy inspector on the board of Is Bankasi, 
Turkey’s largest private bank. He was a prominent diplomat, having 
worked on critical “economic and trade diplomacy” dossiers in Ankara, 
Beijing, Brussels and Paris, and later as an advisor to the late Turkish 
Prime Minister Turgut Özal.  

DR MARAT TERTEROV, Training Programme Coordinator and Research Fellow, Energy 
Charter Secretariat Knowledge Centre, Brussels 

 

Dr Marat Terterov is a Research Fellow at the Energy Charter Knowledge 
Centre in Brussels, responsible for the design and delivery of a range of 
training programs for the younger generation of energy leaders, as well 
as the drafting of strategy papers analysing the onward evolution of the 
Energy Charter Process. He is also the Executive Director and co-
founder of the Brussels Energy Club, a newly established information 
exchange platform for senior energy professionals. Furthermore, he is 
the Principal Director of the Brussels-based European Geopolitical 
Forum, a think tank and research group focused on foreign policy and 
international security affairs. He received his education in Australia, the 
United States and the United Kingdom, and holds a D.Phil. (PhD) in 
Middle Eastern studies from St. Antony's College, Oxford University 
(obtained in 2002). Dr Terterov has written widely on the countries of 
the former-USSR and Middle East from the perspective of their 
geopolitics, domestic security and international relations. His 
commentaries and rather frank opinions are visible widely in the 
international media and in frequent public meetings between experts. 
Dr Terterov gained experience in the energy sphere through several 
years of work as a conference organiser focusing on the Russian gas 
industry, and later by working as a Senior Advisor to the Secretary 
General of the Secretariat of the Energy Charter Treaty in Brussels. He 
speaks English and Russian fluently, while also being conversational in 
Egyptian Arabic and having very basic knowledge of French. 
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MICHAEL HAGER, Head of Cabinet of Commissioner Günther H. Oettinger, Energy, 
Brussels 

 

Michael Hager is the Head of the Cabinet of Commissioner Oettinger, 
who has been in charge of energy policy since March 2013. He was 
previously a Member of the Cabinet of Commissioner Oettinger from 
2010.  

Prior to that, he was a Member of the Cabinet of Vice-President Margot 
Wallström, in charge of Institutional Relations and Communication, 
from 2008 until 2010. He joined the Commission in 2004, joining the 
Directorate General for Internal Market and Services, first as 
Parliamentary Affairs Coordinator, then as Assistant to the Director 
General. From 1999 to 2004 he was Assistant to MEP Brigitte 
Langenhagen.  

Mr Hager has an MA in History, Political Science and Japanese Studies 
from the Eberhard-Karls-Universität, Tübingen. He speaks German, 
English, French and Japanese. 

DR MAGDY SOWAILAM RADY, Assistant Minister of Foreign Affairs for International 
Economic Relations and International Cooperation, Egypt 

 

Dr Rady is currently the Assistant Minister of Foreign Affairs of Egypt, a 
post he has held since 2012. Previously, he had been working as the 
Spokesman of the Cabinet of Ministers and as the Advisor of the Prime 
Minister for International Relations for seven years.  He has also served 
as a Senior Expert in the Ministry of Health in the field of 
Pharmaceutical Development, and as an advisor to the Minister of 
Health for International Affairs.     

Dr Rady headed the Unit for Negotiation on the Association Agreement 
between Egypt and the European Union, at the Embassy of Egypt in 
Brussels, between 1995 and the agreement being concluded in 2000. He 
holds a degree in Medicine from Cairo University and a Ph.D. in 
Biotechnology from the Universita di Bologna, Italy, in addition to 
diplomas in Public Diplomacy and International Relations. 

ANDERS MARVIK, Vice-President, Head of EU Political Affairs Office in Brussels, Statoil 

 

Anders Marvik has gained broad oil and gas industry understanding and 
knowledge in his 20 years’ career. He is currently Vice President and 
head of the Statoil EU Political Affairs Office, and he has previously held 
management positions within Corporate Strategy, Business Intelligence 
and Treasury. He has broad international experience, having worked 
and lived for extended periods in Norway, the UK, Belgium, and 
Venezuela. His areas of expertise are in strategy, business intelligence, 
political affairs, industry analysis, business development, treasury, 
finance, technical understanding and full value chain knowledge and 
experience. 
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SERGEI L. KOMLEV, Head of Directorate of Contract Structuring and Price Formation, 
Gazprom Export, St. Petersburg 

 

Sergei Komlev is the Head of the Contract Structuring and Price 
Formation Directorate in Gazprom Export, the trade arm of Russia"s 
major gas company, Gazprom. He is in charge of contract structuring 
and corporate price policy formation. During previous experience in the 
consulting and equity research business, he worked on a variety of 
energy assignments encompassing natural gas, electricity, oil, and 
financing matters both in the Russian market and internationally.  Prior 
to joining Gazprom Export he worked as director of the Moscow office 
of the international energy consulting firm Pace Global Energy Services. 
Mr Komlev was also an Area Expert with the Economist Intelligence Unit 
and a Senior Analyst with the brokerage company United Financial 
Group. Mr Komlev holds a PhD from the Institute of World Economy 
and International Relations, Moscow.   

DR ANITA ORBÁN, Ambassador-at-Large for Energy Security, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of Hungary, Budapest 

 

Dr Anita Orbán is the Ambassador-at-Large for Energy Security of 
Hungary. Previously she was the Director of the Constellation Energy 
Institute, a think tank facilitating cooperation in the Central Eastern 
European energy sector. She is the author of the book Power, Energy and 
the New Russian Imperialism (CT: Praeger, 2008). Between 2005 and 
2008 she served as the Executive Vice President of the Budapest-based 
International Centre for Democratic Transition (ICDT). In 2004-05 she 
was editor of the ’World’ section of the Hungarian political weekly Heti 
Valasz, where she also ran a monthly op-ed column on international 
issues for six years. 

She earned her PhD degree from the Fletcher School of Law and 
Diplomacy in Boston in 2007. She holds a Master Degree in Law and 
Diplomacy from the Fletcher School and a Master in History from Tufts 
University. She earned her Bachelor degree in economics from the 
University of Economic Sciences in Budapest in 1997. 

DR ANDREI BELYI, Associate Professor at the Institute of Government and Politics, 
University of Tartu, Estonia 

 

Dr Andrei V. Belyi is a senior researcher at the University of Tartu 
(Estonia), Centre for EU Russia Studies (CEURUS) and a visiting 
honorary lecturer at the Centre for Energy, Petroleum, Mineral Law and 
Policy at the University of Dundee. He coordinates Jean Monnet modules 
on energy and environment at the University of Tartu. He also regularly 
teaches at the Global Energy Programme of the Warwick Business 
School. He has been a regular guest lecturer in Aberdeen, Adelaide, 
Brussels and Cagliari. He is also a regular participant in Chatham House 
seminars on EU-Russia energy relations. Dr Belyi is widely published, 
with a particular focus on topics such as the EU’s external energy policy, 
EU-Russia energy relations, Russia’s energy policy dynamics and 
international energy governance, including the Energy Charter process. 
Among his most recent publications is a co-authored book on the 
dynamics of energy governance in Europe and Russia (Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2012) and an article on the EU’s missed role in international 
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governance (Journal for European Integration, April 2012).  

In addition to that, Andrei is a Member of the Editorial Board of the 
Journal for World Energy Law and Business (Oxford University Press). 
He is a co-founder of an international academic network on Political 
Economy of Energy in Europe and Russia, for whom he has recently 
organised conferences in Moscow, Perm (Russia) and Warwick (UK). He 
has over a decade of experience in providing policy advice for EU 
institutions, Russian governmental agencies, companies and private 
firms. He has also completed a consultancy assignment within the 
Energy Charter Secretariat in Brussels. Andrei graduated in international 
relations (international law) from the Free University of Brussels (ULB), 
where he also defended his PhD on the energy security dimension of EU-
Russia relations. 

CHRISTIAN CLEUTINX, Global Energy Associate, Brussels Energy Club, Research Fellow, 
Clingendael Institute, The Hague 

 

Mr Christian Cleutinx, a Belgian, is an international expert in energy 
security, diplomacy and international dialogues between ‘east and west’. 
He has over 30 years of experience as an international civil servant and 
practitioner in geopolitics, international relations and energy with a 
special emphasis on Russia and the United States. Up until 1 April 2011, 
he was the Director General of the Euratom Supply Agency at the 
European Commission. At the present time he advises and lectures on 
energy policy and geopolitics at universities, think tanks and 
international institutions. Earlier in in his career, following academic 
studies in Belgium and the United States, he joined the European 
Commission in 1975 and has occupied several positions in the field of 
energy policy. Between 1982 and 1986 he was in charge of industrial 
policy, anti-trust, transport, environment and energy at the Delegation 
of the European Commission in Washington DC. From 2000 to 2009,  
after having been an initiator of the EU-Russia Energy Dialogue, he 
coordinated the Dialogue process, while being in charge of fossil fuels 
policy. 

MURAT ÇOLAKOĞLU, Partner, Energy, Utilities and Mining Industry Leader, PwC Turkey 

 

Murat joined PwC Turkey’s Istanbul office on 1 August 1993, and was 
admitted to partnership in July 2006.  In his career of 21 years in the 
firm, Murat has 18 years experience in the energy, utilities and mining 
industry, performing in the teams for mergers & acquisitions, due 
diligences and tax consultancy for multinational companies. Areas of 
proficiency include international tax planning, tax consultancy and 
bilateral tax treaties. Murat acted as field leader and coordinator of 
world-class tax audit teams that have served the clients in his portfolio, 
providing them with top-notch tax planning and tax consultancy 
services which helped him build a formidable technical repertoire.  

Murat has focused on firms that primarily deal with energy and 
infrastructure investments (including Build-Operate and Build-Operate-
Transfer models) since 1997, and in that capacity he has gained a wide 
range of experience with the consultancy services characteristic of that 
industry. He has a thorough grasp of the financing models of these 
investments in terms of tax principles, as well as a comprehensive 
understanding of the financial audit and planning work that goes into 
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green field investments, privatisation and acquisitions. 

He is currently lecturing at Bilgi University on Energy Policy for an 
Executive MBA level program, as well as studying Law. Murat currently 
acts as the Energy Utilities and Mining Industry Leader in the firm. 
Murat, who holds the CPA (SMMM) certificate, is a member of the 
TÜSİAD (Turkish Industry and Business Association) and YASED 
(Foreign Investment Association) Energy Working Groups. Murat writes 
articles about tax and finance for the Dünya Newspaper.  He graduated 
from Istanbul University’s Faculty of Economics’ Econometrics 
Department, and speaks Turkish and English. 

KANAT BOTBAEV, Expert, Transit, Energy Charter Secretariat, Brussels 

 

Kanat Botbaev joined the Energy Charter Secretariat in June 2012. He is 
a graduate of the American University in Central Asia. He has extensive 
experience both in public and private sectors. He began as an economist 
at the State Energy Agency – regulatory commission for the energy 
sector in the Kyrgyz Republic. In 1999-2001 he was with the civil 
service in the State Investment Commission and Ministry of Finance, 
where he dealt with the coordination of the external aid in the energy 
sector. After that, for more then 10 years he was involved as a 
consultant in a number of international projects in Central Asia on 
energy and related water management issues. He was dealing with 
trans-boundary water and energy issues, electricity demand 
management programs, development of least-cost expansion plans for 
the power sector, audit of management practices of power distribution 
utilities, and other various projects. Currently, as a member of the 
Secretariat’s team he is responsible for support of the Trade and Transit 
Group and coordination of the activities related to the Task Force on 
Regional Energy Cooperation in Central and South Asia. 

BILL FARREN-PRICE, Founder and Chief Executive Officer, Petroleum Policy Intelligence 

 

Petroleum Policy Intelligence (PPI) founder and CEO Bill Farren-Price 
has 20 years experience in the energy industry, working both as a 
consultant and industry journalist focused on MENA energy and politics. 
Before establishing PPI, he led oil research at New York-based Medley 
Global Advisors. A former industry journalist, he held senior 
correspondent and editor posts with international news wires and edited 
the Middle East Economic Survey (MEES). Bill is a graduate of the School 
of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) at the University of London. 

DR ALBERT BININACHVILI, Adjunct Professor of Political Science, Columbia University, 
New York 

 

Albert Bininachvili is currently an Adjunct Professor of Political Science 
at Columbia University and Director of the Program for Caucasus and 
Central Asian Studies at the University of Bologna. An internationally 
renowned expert on Iran, the Persian Gulf and the broader Middle East, 
Albert Bininachvili focuses his research on a variety of topics in global 
energy geopolitics, strategic energy policy, proliferation issues and 
security studies. 

In addition to his impressive international academic career, Dr 
Bininachvili served at the Soviet Embassy in Iran during the Islamic 
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Revolution and in Afghanistan in the 1980s. He also headed the BBC 
Central Asian Service and worked as a corporate consultant in 
MedioBanca and in a number of international investment institutions in 
Russia, Eurasia and the Persian Gulf. A member of the International 
Institute for Strategic Studies in London, the Council on Foreign 
Relations, the New York and Russian Academy of Natural Sciences, 
Albert Bininachvili holds a PhD in International Relations from the 
Institute for Oriental Studies, Moscow  and an MA in Middle Eastern 
Studies from the Institute for Asian and African Studies, Moscow 
University.  

AHMED MOUSA JIYAD, Development Consultancy and Research, Oslo 

 

Ahmed Mousa Jiyad is an independent development consultant and 
scholar. He is founder and owner of Iraq/Development Consultancy and 
Research (DC&R), Associate of the Centre for Global Energy Studies 
(CGES), London, and an energy senior expert mandated by the European 
Commission. He studied and graduated with a BSc in Economics (Univ. 
of Baghdad), a Post-Graduate Diploma in Planning (Univ. of 
Birmingham, UK), a MSc in Development Studies (Univ. of Bath, UK) 
and a MA from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy (Tufts and 
Harvard Universities, USA). He has over 40 years of extensive 
international professional and academic experience working with 
governments, local governments, academic institutions, the private 
sector, NGOs and international organisations in Iraq, the UK, the USA, 
Norway, and, with UN organizations, in Poland, former Czechoslovakia, 
Hungary, Uganda, Sudan and Jordan. 

While in Iraq (1968-88) he worked as a lecturer at Almustansiriya 
University, senior economist with Ministry of Oil and INOC, chief expert 
and director at the Ministry of Trade, and chief expert and Head of 
Commission at the External Economic Relation Committee-Council of 
Ministers. Between 1975-88 he actively participated in negotiating 
major oil projects and contracts, financial agreements, project financing 
and bilateral economic and technical cooperation agreements.  He left 
Iraq for the US in July 1988 as Fulbright Hubert H. Humphrey Visiting 
Fellow.    

Jiyad is active scholar with regular participation in international 
conferences, workshops, seminars and related events. He has written 
and publishes widely since 1976 on energy and other developmental 
issues, and he is a regular contributor to academic, professional and 
industry journals and periodicals. Most of his recent contributions and 
publications can be found through the Internet search facilities Google, 
Bing and Yahoo.  Ahmed M. Jiyad, an Iraqi-Norwegian citizen, was born 
in Iraq 1945, and has lived in Norway since October 1989. He can be 
reached at: mou-jiya@online.no and his mailing address: Skreien, 5725 
Vaksdal, Norway. 
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PATRICE DREISKI, Senior Expert for Expansion and Outreach, Energy Charter Secretariat, 
Brussels 

 

Patrice Dreiski, a French national, took up his duties with the Energy 
Charter Secretariat to Brussels in September 2010. He is in charge of the 
Accession to the 1991 Energy Charter and 1994 Energy Charter Treaty. 
He is developing relations with the Observers and Non-Signatories 
Countries in order to enable the expansion of the Energy Charter 
Process. Previous to this assignment, he worked for the economic and 
environmental dimension of the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe in the Vienna-based Secretariat. He has been 
developing economic projects in order to improve and strengthen the 
economic situation in protracted conflict areas. He has promoted and 
developed regional cooperation within the OSCE Participating States, 
particularly through the Central Asia, Caucasus, and Balkans areas in 
matters such as transport, energy, environment, and trade relations. 
Previously, he was Deputy High Representative for Economic matters to 
the Office of the High Representative of the International Community in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, from March 2002 to March 2006. He was 
financial Counsellor to the French delegation to the OECD. Before this, 
he served in various assignments within the French Ministry for 
Economy and Finance and was member of the Industry and Foreign 
Trade Minister Cabinet Office. In this capacity, he has been dealing with 
industry investments, energy issues and human resources. He graduated 
in Economics and Business Management from the Conservatoire 
National des Arts ET Métiers, and Law from Pantheon University-Paris. 
He was born in 1953, and is married with one daughter. Patrice Dreiski 
has extensive experience with political issues and economic 
development. 

DR RAFAEL LEAL-ARCAS, Reader in Law, Queen Mary University of London 

 

Dr Rafael Leal-Arcas is Reader in Law at the Centre for Commercial Law 
Studies of Queen Mary University of London (UK). He teaches, and is the 
convenor of, the courses International Economic Law and the External 
Relations Law of the European Union in the LLM programme. In 2011-
2013, he served as a Marie Curie COFIT Senior Research Fellow at the 
World Trade Institute (University of Bern). 

Rafael is the author of the books Climate Change and International 
Trade (Edward Elgar, 2013), International Trade and Investment Law: 
Multilateral, Regional and Bilateral Governance (Edward Elgar, 2010) 
and Theory and Practice of EC External Trade Law and Policy (Cameron 
May, 2008). He has authored more than 90 scholarly publications on 
international trade and WTO law, international environmental law, EU 
law, international investment law and the interaction among them in 
American and European law reviews such as the Columbia Journal of 
European Law, Fordham International Law Journal, Chicago Journal of 
International Law, Legal Issues of Economic Integration, European 
Foreign Affairs Review, and Journal of World Energy Law and Business 
(Oxford University Press). 

Rafael has been a Global Research Fellow at New York University School 
of Law (Hauser Global Law School Program), Visiting Fellow at the 
World Trade Institute, Visiting Scholar at Georgetown University Law 
Center, Tillar House Resident Fellow at the American Society of 
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International Law, Visiting Researcher at Harvard Law School and 
Fellow at the Real Colegio Complutense (Harvard University), Emile Noël 
Doctoral Fellow at New York University School of Law, Fellow at the 
Australian National University, and Visiting Scholar at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison Law School. 

Rafael completed his graduate legal education at Stanford Law School, 
Columbia Law School, the London School of Economics and Political 
Science, and the European University Institute (Florence, Italy). 

GABRIELA PRATA DIAS, Senior Expert, Energy Efficiency, Energy Charter Secretariat, 
Brussels 

 

Ms Gabriela Prata Dias has been Senior Expert for Energy Efficiency at 
the Energy Charter Secretariat since 2011. She has 20 years of 
professional experience in the energy field, namely focusing on energy 
efficiency and renewables. Ms Prata Dias worked as project manager for 
the Portuguese Energy Agency and for a non-profit organisation in 
Portugal. She was general manager of two energy services companies 
belonging to the Portuguese electricity utility (EDP), the Portuguese gas 
& oil utility (GALP) and EDF-Energies Nouvelles from France. Ms Prata 
Dias was expert evaluator of the Fifth Framework Programme of the 
European Commission for Research, Technological Development and 
Demonstration activities (1998-2002). She was managing partner of a 
sustainable energy consulting company based in Portugal. Ms Prata Dias 
is member of the Mobility Knowledge Network of the World Energy 
Council and is a founding member of the Portuguese Platform for 
Sustainable Growth. She is author and co-author of several reports and 
articles published in international reviews. 

DR MATTEO BARRA, Expert on Investment, Energy Charter Secretariat, Brussels 

 

Dr Barra is an Investment Expert at the Energy Charter Secretariat, 
acting as a project officer in relation to the Energy Charter Treaty 
provisions on international energy investments and on dispute 
settlement. His main tasks include advancing investor-state dispute 
settlement and monitoring energy policy trends in relation to foreign 
investment. He also regularly supports the Energy Charter Investment 
Group and the Industry Advisory Panel.  

Prior to joining the Secretariat, Dr Barra was an associate with the 
international arbitration team at a large law firm in Geneva. He acted in 
investment and commercial arbitrations concerning, among other 
things, the electricity, gas and oil industries. Dr Barra advised and 
defended cases under public international law and EU law in connection 
to foreign investment, expropriation, energy regulation and competition, 
sovereignty over natural resources, international trade and 
transportation, and border delimitation.  

Dr Barra holds a Ph.D. in International Economic Law (Bocconi) and an 
LL.M. in International Energy Law and Policy (CEPMLP). 
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STEIVAN DEFILLA, Director, Energy Charter Secretariat, Brussels 

 

Steivan Defilla (born 1959) has been Director in the Energy Charter 
Secretariat since September 2010. Steivan obtained a Bachelor degree in 
Economics in 1984 and a Master degree in Statistics in 2004 at 
Neuchâtel University, Switzerland, and holds a Postgraduate Degree on 
Energy (Federal Polytechnical Institute Lausanne, 1986) and one in 
Public Administration (Institute for Public Administration Lausanne, 
1989). Prior to his appointment at the Energy Charter Secretariat, 
Steivan worked for the State Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO) in 
Switzerland as Senior Energy Advisor, advising in particular on foreign 
energy policy and on Swiss electricity sector reform. During that time 
Steivan was also the chair of the Energy Charter Group on Trade, 2000-
2004, and was actively involved in the negotiations of the Energy 
Charter Trade Amendment (entered into force in 2010) and the Energy 
Charter Transit Protocol. Earlier, he was desk officer for Middle Eastern 
countries in the Swiss Federal Office for Foreign Economic Affairs and 
was, among others, involved in the WTO accession of Jordan and Oman, 
debt rescheduling at the Paris Club and UN sanctions enforcement 
against Iraq. Steivan Defilla speaks 7 languages and is an author of a 
book and numerous articles and publications on energy policy. He is 
married and has two children. 

FLORIAN ENCKE, Senior Expert, Transit, Energy Charter Secretariat, Brussels 

 

Mr Florian Encke is Senior Expert at the Energy Charter Secretariat in 
Brussels. His area of work includes strategy and energy transit. In 
particular, Mr Encke advises on policy issues and concrete projects 
aimed at the modernisation of the organisation in view of current 
challenges. Furthermore, he focuses on the development of reliable 
frameworks and transparency for energy infrastructure. Before joining 
the Energy Charter Secretariat, Mr Encke worked as Executive Officer in 
the cabinet of the Secretary General of the Organisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) in Vienna, Austria, advising on relations 
with Russia, Eastern Europe and Central Asia as well as on intra-agency 
coordination and project development. Before that, he worked as Policy 
Officer at the Embassy of Germany in Minsk, Belarus. Mr Encke 
obtained a Master's Degree in Eastern European History and Law at 
Cologne University, Germany, in 2001. 

 


