
In May of 2013 the Energy 
Charter Secretariat, working 
through its recently established 
Knowledge Centre, launched 
a new initiative which had 
the practical aim of applying 

the abundance of intellectual 
capital accumulated in the 
two-decade-long Charter 
Process in a practical and 
useful manner. Over the 
course of three days in May, 
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the Energy Charter delivered 
a highly specialised training 
programme which consisted 
of keynote presentations from 
leading international energy 
specialists, panel debates 
on core energy challenges, a 
simulated negotiation game, 
and a wrap-up round table 
session at the European 
Parliament in Brussels.

The programme was designed 
specifically for the younger 
generation of energy 
professionals. It aimed to assist 
them to better understand 
how the tools and instruments 
of multilateral cooperation can 
help address the prevailing 
challenges facing international 
energy markets. Some thirty 
young energy professionals 
from twenty countries 
participated in the programme. 
Country participants came 
from Energy Charter member 
and observer countries, 
including those in Europe, 
Russia and the CIS, Central 
Asia, India, China, Jordan, 
Indonesia and Afghanistan, 
which has just acceded to the 
Energy Charter Treaty.

Country participants were 
joined by a further fifteen 
top level international 
energy specialists as speaker-
instructors, allowing young 
energy practitioners to benefit 
from in-depth exposure to 
many of the fast moving 
changes taking place in 
the arena of global energy. 
The programme provided 
the wider Energy Charter 
constituency with a unique 
exercise of knowledge sharing 
and executive education. The 
training programme ultimately 
intended to help the decision 
makers of tomorrow develop 
the relevant know-how in order 
to promote an innovative, 
secure and sustainable future 
for global energy.

This brochure summarises 
some of the core topics 
that were addressed during 
the programme, provides 
information on presentations 
and shares with the reader 
other useful dynamics 
emanating from the three 
action-packed days.
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Day 1

The morning session of day one of the training programme focused 
on the topic of ‘Challenges of Achieving Sustainability in a Rapidly 
Changing Global Energy Landscape’ which was addressed in a 
keynote speech by Mr. Philip Lowe, Director General, DG Energy, 
European Commission.

The session was chaired by Dr. Marat Terterov, Research Fellow at 
the Energy Charter Secretariat Knowledge Centre, and there were 
further interventions by:

- Mr. Howard Chase, Director, Government Affairs, Dow Europe

- Mr. Mehmet Öğütcü, Chairman, Global Resources Corporation

- Mr. Geir Westgaard, Vice-President, Statoil

Day 1 of the training programme, Energy Charter Secretariat
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Some of the key points discussed following Mr. Philip Lowe’s keynote speech:

• Dynamics of change and innovation in the international energy environment

• Defining energy security benchmarks amidst rapid changes in global energy

• Changing views of energy security: the new consumer-supplier dialogue

• Optimisation between states and markets in the search for greater functionality

• Towards an accurate reflection of the balance in risk sharing, pricing, 
investments and technology exchange:

1. Aspirations of consumers

2. Aspirations of producers

3. Aspirations of traders

4. Role of regulators

5. Role of industry lobbies and environmental groups

• Debating mid-term supply-demand energy scenarios amidst the legitimate 
positions of all stakeholders

• Need for constant reappraisal of conventional energy sources and scenarios

From left to right: Amb. Urban Rusnak, Energy Charter Secretary General; 
Mr. Philip Lowe, Director General for Energy, European Commission; 

Mr. Howard Chase, Director for Government Affairs, Dow Europe, and Chairman of the Energy Charter Industry Advisory Panel
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Following lunch on the first day, participants were given a further 
keynote presentation on the topic ‘Mapping Global Governance in a 
Multi-Objective and Multi-Institutional Energy Context’ by Dr. Noé 
van Hulst, Director, Energy Academy Europe.

The session was chaired by Mr. Mehmet Öğütcü, Chairman, Global 
Resources Corporation, and there were interventions from:

- Amb. Vladimir Rakhmanin, Deputy Secretary General, Energy 
Charter Secretariat

- Mr. Patrice Dreiski, Senior Expert for Expansion and Outreach, 
Energy Charter Secretariat

- Prof. Anatoly Zolotukhin, Vice-Chancellor, Gubkin Russian 
University of Oil and Gas

The final session of the first day was a group seminar: the first part 
of the model negotiations for an International Energy Treaty with 
the objective of reaching an agreement on the Oronia-Pseudopia 
Gas Pipeline Project. Training programme participants split into 

In the lively panel which followed, discussion focused on:

• The global energy supply chain and the indispensability of 
international cooperation

• Profiles of key stakeholders in global energy governance

• The evolution towards rules-based frameworks for global energy

• International energy trade rules and the way they function in practice

• Where industry meets governments and finds common ground

• Why an Energy Charter?

• How and why an Energy Charter Treaty?

• Adapting governance institutions to rapidly changing trends in global energy

• Impact on finance, investment and business confidence
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four pseudo-
country delegations. 
Each delegation 
received country-
specific negotiation 
instructions and 
was tasked with the 
objective of using 
these in order to 
thrash out the most 
optimal negotiations 
strategy on behalf of 

their delegation. All country delegations received a ‘game scenario’ 
prior to the start of the training programme. Negotiations took place 
under the auspices of an international chairman and his secretariat.

The marathon first day of the training programme proceeded into 
the evening, where all programme participants were treated to a 
gala dinner, with a VIP guest speaker, former Prime Minister of The 
Netherlands and effectively the ‘Founding Father’ of the Energy 
Charter, Mr. Ruud Lubbers.

On this highly emotional occasion, Mr. Lubbers shared with the 
audience his thoughts from the bygone days of the latter Cold War 
period, when he made an initial sketch designing the Energy Charter 
concept in a hotel 
room in London, 
prior to championing 
this idea to the likes 
of Prime Minister 
Thatcher of the UK, 
President Ronald 
Reagan of the US, 
and President Mikhail 
Gorbachev of the 
Soviet Union.

Training programme participants during model negotiations

Training programme participants during model negotiations
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Day 2

On the morning of the second day of the training programme, 
Ms. Gabriela Prata Dias, Senior Expert on Energy Efficiency, Energy 
Charter Secretariat, gave a keynote presentation on ‘Absorbing 
the New Challenges and Improving Energy Security’ in a session 
chaired by Prof. Anatoly Zolotukhin, Vice-Chancellor, Gubkin 
Russian University of Oil and Gas. The morning session also included 
interventions from:

- Mr. Tom Therkildsen, Senior Adviser, Strategy and Analysis, Statoil

- Mr. Christian Cleutinx, Clingendael Institute

After lunch on day two, Mr. Christian Cleutinx of the Clingendael 
Institute opened a panel debate on the topic ‘Applying Effective 

Speakers and audience discussed and debated:

• Climate change and the new energy paradigm

• Turning challenge into opportunity: mitigation, adaptation and resilience 
of energy systems

• The onset of the American “shale revolution” and its consequences

• Nuclear energy under pressure

• Improving energy policies and reducing energy intensity through smart 
and efficient use of energy

• Which energy efficiency strategies are effective (analysis of experience 
from the Energy Charter constituency)?

• What role for new and renewable energy in open market environments?

• Gas, coal and renewables in power generation – long-term co-existence, 
environmental implications and job creation

• Forward looking technologies and strategies: hybrid systems, smart grids, 
super grids and electric mobility

• Investor-finance perspectives – what makes a good investment?
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Regulation to Innovation and Change in Global Energy’, which was 
followed by a keynote presentation on the topic from Mr. Nigel 
Sisman, Business Area Manager, Markets, ENTSOG – European 
Network of Transmission System Operators for Gas.

Day 2 of the training programme, Energy Charter Secretariat

A highly interactive panel session with audience participation ensued, 
focusing on discussion points such as:

• Coordinating environmental and energy policies in order to create an 
integrated vision of state, energy and environment

• Government strategy and industry innovation from within the Energy 
Charter constituency

• The experience of the internal EU energy market

• International experience and best practices from further afield 
(North America, Asia, Australia)

• Overcoming barriers to finance and investment for renewables and 
energy efficiency

• Overview of risk factors for renewable energy projects: regulatory and 
administrative, financial, operational, etc.

• Investment stimulation through adequate incentives to innovate and 
foster smart energy
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The second part of the negotiation game continued into the late 
afternoon-early evening, where, with the help of the international 
chairman, delegations finally pushed through a successful 
agreement. This was followed by a signing ceremony and a press 
conference, where all four country delegations presented their 
respective achievements to the media. However, delegations still 
had to sell the agreements back home, to their parliaments and 
constituencies.

Day 2 of the training programme, Energy Charter Secretariat

Agreement reached on the Oronia-Pseudopia Gas Pipeline Project
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Day 3

The morning of the final and third day of the training programme 
commenced with some analysis of the previous two days of 
model negotiations, providing opportunity for feedback from all 
participants. The morning session followed an extensive ‘team-
building dinner’ hosted by the Energy Charter Secretariat the 
previous evening.

The morning continued with a keynote presentation on 
‘International Energy Markets and the Concept of Market Failure: 
How to Deal with It in Practice’, delivered by Mr. Steivan Defilla, 
Director, Energy Charter Secretariat. There was a further keynote 
address from Dr. Eberhard Meller, Senior Counsellor, EWE AG, 
Brussels Office, on ‘Turning Challenge into Sustainability: the 
Marriage of Innovation, Technology and Finance in Global Energy’ 
with some critical evaluation of both presentations provided by 
Prof. Yury Lavrov, EU-Russia Energy Consultant, Brussels.

The discussion focused on:

• Turning today’s energy challenges into tomorrow’s opportunities

• Identifying the key debates driving us towards a global 
energy strategy

• Identifying the key drivers for energy investments

• Applying global rules to challenges and opportunities

• Exploring new instruments for sharing technology 
and innovation

• Case studies of dynamic energy start-ups across the Energy 
Charter constituency

• Some reflections from the experience of the Energy Charter
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Lunch on day three took place at the European Parliament in 
Brussels and was hosted by Mr. Sean Kelly MEP. Mr. Kelly, an Irish 
national, briefed training programme participants on his committee 
portfolios at the Parliament as well as on the priorities of the Irish 
Presidency of the Council of the European Union (rotational, from 
1 January to 30 June 2013).

Following lunch, Ms. Edit Herczog MEP hosted a roundtable panel 
debate at the European Parliament: a final take on ‘Global Energy 
Challenges’, which was in essence the last substance session of the 
programme. The session was moderated by Dr. Marat Terterov, 
Research Fellow at the Energy Charter Secretariat, and there were 
further contributions from:

- Mr. Vladko Todorov Panayotov MEP

- Amb. Urban Rusnák, Secretary General, Energy Charter Secretariat

- Dr. Eberhard Meller, Senior Counsellor, EWE AG, Brussels Office

- Prof. Anatoly Zolotukhin, Vice-Chancellor, Gubkin Russian 
University of Oil and Gas

Day 3 session at the European Parliament in Brussels



A closing ceremony back at the Energy Charter Secretariat 
followed, where Secretary General Rusnák awarded Knowledge 
Centre Certificates of Excellence to all participants.

Many of the training programme participants and speaker-
instructors left personal testimonies reflecting their experience. 
These testimonies are published on the Energy Charter website 
www.encharter.org.

The Energy Charter Secretariat would like to thank all speaker-
instructors and participants of the inaugural Training Programme 
for Tomorrow’s Energy Decision Makers for their excellent 
contributions to the event.

Training programme participants after the session at the European Parliament

This brochure was compiled by Dr. Marat Terterov, with the able assistance of 
Mr. Martin Minarik and Ms. Claudia Nocente of the Energy Charter Secretariat. 

The layout was done by Ms. Olga Sorokina.
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The next Energy Charter Training Programme is scheduled for 
14-16 October 2013 and addresses the theme of:

Rising to the Energy Security Challenges of Tomorrow by 
Applying Effective Investment Protection Strategies Today


