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As Chair of the Energy Charter Conference for 2019, 
Albania has identified energy diversification, renewables 
and energy efficiency as the main agenda priorities for 
the year. These topics were highlighted at the Tirana 
International Energy Charter Forum that was jointly 
hosted by the Ministry of Infrastructure and Energy and 
the International Energy Charter.

More than 150 participants from 20 countries, including 
Ministers, Deputy Ministers, high-level representatives of 
international organisations, financial institutions, business 
and civil society presented their views on how to best 
address climate change objectives while maintaining 
energy prosperity. The participants discussed best 
international practices and debated the path forward to 
achieving the targets of the Paris Agreement and the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals.

HE Belinda Balluku, Minister of Infrastructure and Energy 
of Albania and Chair of the Energy Charter Conference, 
opened the Forum to highlight Albania’s participation and 
leadership as the Chair of the Energy Charter Conference. 
She underlined the competitive nature of Albania’s 
energy sector, which continues to improve efficiency 
and encourage supply diversification in the region. The 
Minister emphasised the cooperation with the Energy 
Charter Secretariat particularly in the context of the 
Energy Investment Risk Assessment (EIRA) publication. 
The Minister commended the methodology of the 
project and encouraged all countries of the Conference 
to participate in EIRA 2020.

Albania’s Minister of Tourism and Environment, HE Blendi 
Klosi, spoke about Albania’s commitment to international 
environmental standards. He was followed by Julian-
Robert Tudorache, Secretary of State of Romania, who 
was Chair of the Energy Charter Conference for 2018. 
Mr Tudorache highlighted the achievements of Romania 
in 2018 and encouraged Albania to continue working 
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on its agenda priorities for the year 2019 and 
beyond. In his opening remarks, Energy Charter 
Secretary-General Dr Urban Rusnák stated that, 
although Albania’s abundance of renewable 
energy production is important, it is also 
necessary to expand the drive towards further 
regional integration and connectivity. Diversity 
of supply increases options and encourages 
competitiveness and quality within the energy 
sector.

Diversification, Renewables and Efficiency – Striking the Right Balance

The first of the three sessions began with Ministers, Deputy Ministers 
and other high-level speakers who noted the complexity between the 
deployment of renewables, efficiency and diversification of energy sources. 
When countries pursue multiple socio-economic and environmental targets, 
choosing priorities can become challenging.

The speakers agreed that investment 
conditions impact the success or 
failure of energy-related and climate 
change targets. Investment needs to 
be encouraged to achieve strategic 
objectives in the most effective and 
environmentally sensible way. The 
Energy Charter Treaty (ECT), together 
with its underlying political declarations, is a critical instrument for 
the promotion of investment, trade and international cooperation in 
the energy field. Whereas governments and businesses may engage 
in different approaches to energy investment, the presence of an 
overarching international mechanism promotes the alignment of the 
domestic legal regime with international standards.

Linking Efficiency and Renewables to Socio-Economic Benefits

The second session analysed the development of 
renewables as a driving force to reducing dependency 
on a single source, route or supplier. Energy efficiency 
has the potential to become the primary fuel source 
for the energy transition. However, more effort 
is needed to enhance the effectiveness of supply, 
reduce losses and reform tariffs, especially for ECT 
contracting parties with less developed energy 
markets. Cost-effective energy prices and protection 
of vulnerable consumers can be a primary incentive 
for the efficiency improvements, rational use of 
energy and the elimination of wasteful behaviour.

“Renewable energy sources 
provide an attractive path for 
energy diversification. However, 
the transition needs to take into 
account the development of new 
cost effective technologies as well as 
ensure that the reliability of existing 
energy systems is not jeopardised”.

HE Joe Mizzi, 
Minister for Energy and Water 

Management of Malta

Ilir Bejtja - Deputy Minister of 
Infrastructure and Energy and 

Vice Chair of the Energy Charter 
Conference, Albania



Based on previous experience, the 
improvement of efficiency and the 
deployment of renewables can be 
pursued at different paces and with 
different attitudes. For example, 
various renewable options can 
be deployed without energy 
efficiency improvements beyond 
business-as-usual. And, reversely, 
energy efficiency objectives 
can be achieved without taking 
into account the contribution 
of renewable energy options. All 

participants decided that future discussions on this topic should 
be devoted to the identification and quantification of competitive 
interaction, potential synergies and trade-offs between renewable 
energy systems and energy efficiency.

Shared Prosperity - Interconnections and Regional Integration

Renewable energy use continues to create greater energy mix 
diversification, as well as environmental and economic benefits. 
Renewable energy generation is growing at a fast pace worldwide 
and installed capacity is expected to more than double in the next 
decade.

Natural gas has drawn attention as a cleaner alternative to coal and 
oil, mainly due to ongoing natural gas pipeline projects and the rapid 
development of global liquefied natural gas (LNG). It is expected that 
the use of LNG will lead to a steady increase in demand over the 
next few decades. To meet the growing demand for LNG, natural gas 
liquefaction plants have been constructed across the globe and are 
influencing prices of traditional gas.

The development of electricity and gas interconnection networks 
will also lead to long-term energy security in economies and 
societies. This will create new opportunities for countries that have 
lacked access to gas resources or clean electricity produced from 
abundant hydro-capacities in neighbouring countries.

The development of gas networks and generating stations could 
play an essential role in implementing balanced policies to phase out 
highly CO2-emitting generating stations and substituting them with 
low-carbon generation. Phasing out coal power generation before 
the end of its economic life cycle while protecting the financial 
interests of investors and security of supply obligations of the 
government will likely be one of the main topics for the 30th Meeting 
of the Energy Charter Conference on 10-11 December 2019, in Tirana.

“Energy security, economic 
development and environmental 
protection for a long time have 
been the main, mutually connected 
goals and priorities of all national 
economies worldwide.  Ensuring 
sufficient amounts of energy in an 
economically and environmentally 
friendly way and reaching a 
compromise between economy 
and ecology has become the most 
significant goal”.

Marko Radulovic, Director General for 
Energy and Energy Efficiency, Ministry 

of Economy, Montenegro

“Over the past few decades, the ratio 
of low carbon energy is increasing 
in the world energy balance. It is 
forecasted that by 2040 the global 
natural gas export will substantially 
increase and the increased usage will 
mainly fall on Europe”.

Samir Valiyev, Deputy Minister of 
Energy, the Republic of Azerbaijan

Gantulga Tudevkhuu - Vice 
Minister of Energy - Mongolia



Conclusions

The Forum highlighted that today fossil 
fuels represent about 80% of the global 
energy mix. This share is projected 
to decrease in the next decades to 
account for 35-50% by 2040. Therefore, 
challenges such as the implementation 
of balanced policies when retiring 
highly CO2-emitting generating stations 
before the end of their economic life 
will need to be addressed. It also means 
determining the optimal combination 
of energy diversification, renewable 
energy and energy efficiency strategies. 
The closing remarks of the Forum were 
delivered by Ilir Bejtja, Deputy Minister 
of Infrastructure and Energy of Albania, 
who is also serving as the Vice-chair 
of the Energy Charter Conference for 
2019. Mr Bejtia thanked everyone for 
joining and participating in the Forum.

Urban Rusnak, Energy Charter Secretary General
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