II quarter 2020
Newsletter
More on energycharter.org

2020 Year of the Azerbaijani Chairmanship of the Energy Charter Conference

Quote

ENERGY CHARTER CONFERENCE AND ITS SUBSIDIARY BODIES
***
Energy Charter Video Conference with the Azerbaijan Chairmanship

“The Paris Agreement and UN
Sustainable

Development

Goals require huge investment
in sustainable energy sources.
But the Paris Agreement does
not protect energy investment,
trade or energy transit. This is
where

the

Energy

Charter

Treaty can play a key role.
Th e

r e ne w a b le

e n e r gy

revolution is quite new. It will
require

more

connectivity,

international energy trade and
grid

connections

across

different jurisdictions. This is
all facilitated by the Energy

On
14
May
2020,
the
Energy
Charter Secretariat held a video conference with
the Ministry of Energy of the Republic
of Azerbaijan which is also acting as the entity in
charge of the Energy Charter Conference this year.
Mr Samir Valiyev, Deputy Minister of Energy and
Vice-Chair of the Conference. The Secretariat’s
team was led by the Secretary-General and
included officials from the legal, transit, energy efficiency units and the EU4Energy
Programme.
The video-conference discussions covered the current situation in the energy
market and practical matters of the Energy Charter Process. The latter have
focused on the modernisation process and current arrangements related to the
upcoming meeting. Further discussions touched upon the practicalities of
upcoming meetings of the Conference’s subsidiary bodies and the Energy Charter
Conference this year. Possible course of actions and scenarios in light of the
continuing pandemic were deliberated upon with an emphasis on the role of the
Chairmanship. On a related but lighter matter, the achievements and sensible
progress of Azerbaijan with respect to its efforts on the energy efficiency front
have also been discussed.

Charter Treaty. The Treaty
also protects trade in materials
and equipment, for example
for solar panels and wind
turbines’.

From an interview of Dr.
Urban Rusnák, SecretaryGeneral of the International
Energy Charter

Video Conference with Armenia on the upcoming Energy Charter Conference
Chairmanship in 2021
On
4
June
2020,
the
Energy
Charter Secretariat held a video conference with
the Ministry of Territorial Administration and
Infrastructure of the Republic of Armenia which
will be acting as the entity in charge of the Energy
Charter Conference in next year. Mr Hakob
Vardanyan, Deputy Minister of Territorial
Administration and Infrastructure and Vice-Chair of the 2021 Conference. The
Secretariat’s team was led by the Secretary-General Dr. Urban Rusnak and included
officials from the legal, energy efficiency and investment units, and the EU4Energy
Programme.
The video-conference discussions covered the current situation in the energy
market and practical matters of the Energy Charter Process, in particular, the
modernisation process. Further deliberations touched upon organisational matters
related to the upcoming Chairmanship, followed up by discussions on practicalities
of and participation of the Armenian Delegation in the forthcoming meetings of
the Conference’s subsidiary bodies. In light of the continuing pandemic, possible
scenarios for conducting the meetings in the future were considered. The parties
also communicated on the successful implementation of projects within
the EU4Energy Programme and potential joint activities in the energy efficiency
area.

SECRETARY GENERAL’S ACTIVITIES
***
A new Energy Charter Treaty as a complement to the Paris Agreement
As part of the ongoing public discussion on the Energy Charter Treaty and its role
in the energy transition the Secretary General Dr. Urban Rusnak of
the International Energy Charter was approached by Karel Beckman for an
interview for the www.borderlex.eu portal.
The Energy Charter and Turkmenistan hold high-level meeting
On 28 April 2020, the Energy
Charter Secretariat, headed by
the Secretary General, held a video
conference
call
with
high
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s
o f
the Turkmenistan government led
by Mr Y Kakayev, Special Advisor to
the President of Turkmenistan on oil
and gas matters and by Mr
Berdiniyaz Matiyev, Deputy Minister
of Foreign Affairs. Other participants included Deputy Ministers of Finance,
Justice, and Energy, and Deputy Chairmen of Turkmengaz and Turkmenneft State
Concerns.
The areas of common interest discussed included the current situation of
hydrocarbons in the global market. This also included the current and potential
impacts from the virus pandemic, current state of affairs and planning in the area
of modernisation of the Energy Charter Treaty, especially from the standpoint of
its transit provisions, and regional cooperation issues and progress on new
regional infrastructure projects such as pipelines and power transmission lines.
Turkmenistan reiterated its support for the transit component of the Energy
Charter Process and underlined its importance to the country which had authored
a few transit-related initiatives on the level of the UN.
Energy Charter video-conference with Central Asian Ambassadors
On 27 April 2020, the International
Energy Charter organised a videoconference to discuss recent
developments in Central Asia.
Participants
included
HE
Ambassador of the Republic
of Kazakhstan Ms Aigul Kuspan, HE
Ambassador of the Kyrgyz Republic
Mr
Muktar
Djumaliev,
HE
Ambassador of the Republic
of Tajikistan Mr Erkinkhon Rahmatullozoda, HE Ambassador of Turkmenistan Mr
Chary Atayev, HE Ambassador of the Republic of Uzbekistan Mr Dilyor Khakimov
and the Secretary General Dr Urban Rusnák.
The aim of the meeting was to discuss the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on
global energy markets and exchange views on the current Energy Charter issues.
The participants shared views and opinions on enhancing political dialogue on
regional cooperation in Central Asia, including the proposed EU technical
assistance project, planned EU-Central Asia Economic Forum and the ongoing
cooperation with the Secretariat in regards to the Economic Cooperation
Organisation (ECO) on the integration of electricity markets. As an outcome of the
meeting, the participants agreed to continue this dialogue on a regular basis.
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ENERGY CHARTER SECRETARIAT’S ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS
***
Industry Advisory Panel welcomes SolarPower Europe as its newest member
On 19 June 2020, the International Energy Charter
Industry
Advisory
Panel
(IAP)
welcomed SolarPower Europe as its newest member.
SolarPower Europe represents over 200 upstream
and downstream organisations from the entire solar
value chain. The aim of the organisation is to shape
the regulatory environment and enhance business
opportunities for solar power in Europe and to ensure that solar energy is the leading contributor to the Europe's energy system. SolarPower Europe's mission is to
shape the regulatory environment to promote the growing market opportunity for
solar in Europe.
The Industry Advisory Panel is the expert consultative body to the Energy Charter
Conference, providing policy advice from energy companies, international business
associations and financial institutions on energy investment and the functioning of
energy markets. The Panel includes members from all sectors of the energy industry
and from a wide range of Member and Observer countries to the Energy Charter
Treaty.
The ECT assures long-term stability for renewable investments
Out of 131 investment arbitration cases instituted under the
ECT as of 1 July 2020, majority concerns renewable energy
sources (78), followed by fossil fuels (42) and nuclear (5). *
Similarly, renewables account for the bulk of monetary
damages claimed and awarded, if the Yukos cases pending
setting-aside proceedings before a national court are excluded.
Information about the claims has been compiled on the
basis of public sources, including specialised reporting services. The ECT remains the most frequently invoked international investment agreement.
* In 7 of 131 cases, it has not been possible to identify particular energy sources
Uzbekistan joins the Investment Facilitation Toolbox Webinar
On 29 April 2020, the Energy Charter Secretariat hosted a
technical webinar with the Republic of Uzbekistan on the implementation of the Investment Facilitation Toolbox. Participation included the Energy Charter Secretary-General Dr Urban Rusnák, Mr Jurabek Mirzamakhmudov (First Deputy Minister of Energy of the Republic of Uzbekistan) and Amb. Dilyor Khakimov (Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Uzbekistan to the Kingdom of Belgium)
The purpose of the webinar was to introduce the main principles and potential of the Investment Facilitation Toolbox. The
Toolbox is intended to identify barriers which impede investment in the energy sector and illustrate actions and best
practices to overcome them. The webinar was the first activity within the implementation process of the Investment Facilitation Toolbox by the Republic of Uzbekistan.
The webinar was conducted by the Investment Unit of the Energy Charter Secretariat, and the participants included 20 officials representing the Ministry of Investments
and Foreign Trade and the Ministry of Energy and the public-private partnership
(PPP) Development Agency under the Ministry of Finance of the Republic of Uzbekistan.

INTERNATIONAL ENERGY CHARTER FOR EU4ENERGY*
***
EU4Energy Webinar – Energy Efficiency in Buildings, Armenia

Upcoming Events

On 22 April 2020, a technical webinar was organised, in the framework of
the EU4Energy support, to developing a consistent energy performance of
building calculation methodology in Armenia. The main task of the project is to
support the Ministry of Territorial Administration and Infrastructure of Armenia
in developing a sound regulatory framework for the energy performance of
buildings in line with EU best practices.

Participants discussed gaps, inconsistencies and missing elements in the existing
energy performance calculation methodology and applied building standards in
comparison with the best EU practices. Specific recommendations and proposed
measures for the improvement of the methodology were considered. This
included the necessary step-by-step reform of the Armenian building codes and
implementation of the nearly-zero energy buildings definition under the
European Energy Performance of Buildings Directive. And the commitments
Armenia has taken within the Comprehensive and Enhanced Partnership
Agreement.
The primary beneficiaries of the calculation methodology would be government
officials, architects, engineers, energy auditors, consultants, policy advisors and
regulators with overall impacts in the processes of new building design's and
certification and existing building renovation's and certification.

*Funded

under the EU4Energy Initiative of the European Union
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