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2019 Year of the Albanian Chairmanship of the Energy Charter Conference

Quote

“The

ENERGY CHARTER CONFERENCE AND ITS SUBSIDIARY BODIES
***
International Energy Charter Forum highlights the Energy Transition
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From the speech of Mr
Parviz Shahbazov, Minister
of Energy of the Republic of
Azerbaijan

On 23-24 October 2019, the Ministry of
Energy
of
Azerbaijan
and
the International Energy Charter jointly
organised the Baku International
Energy Charter Forum in Azerbaijan on
the topic of “Enabling Energy
Transformation through Technology
and Policy Innovations”. Almost 200
participants, including Ministers, highlevel officials and leading experts
from Member and Observer countries,
international organisations, the energy industry and academia participated in the
Forum.
The opening remarks were delivered by Mr Parviz Shahbazov, Minister of Energy of
Azerbaijan, and Energy Charter Secretary General Dr Urban Rusnák. This was
followed by the high-level addresses from the heads of the delegations. The
Forum aimed at discussing the role of regulatory frameworks and technologies in
promoting sustainable energy. The representatives of the governments and
international organisations highlighted different approaches to facilitate the
energy transition while industry representatives shared their best practices and
lessons learnt in terms of energy efficiency and renewable energy sources.
Regional energy cooperation in different parts of the Energy Charter constituency
was also discussed as an essential element of attaining the Sustainable
Development Goals.
Deputy Minister of Energy Mr Samir Valiyev concluded the event by stressing the
importance of international energy cooperation and the role of the International
Energy Charter. He also highlighted the priorities of the Chairmanship of
Azerbaijan for the Energy Charter Conference in 2020 in line with their strong
political will to create a liberal energy market and expressed the readiness of
Azerbaijan to take over the responsibilities from Albania at the 30th Meeting of the
Conference in Tirana on 10-11 December 2019.
Updated statistics on Investment cases under the Energy Charter Treaty
Information about the claims has been compiled
on the basis of public sources, including
specialised reporting services. Since 2001, when
the first case invoking the Energy Charter
Treaty (ECT) was registered, the Energy Charter
Secretariat tracked 128 publicly known investment
arbitration cases where the ECT was invoked
(sometimes together with a BIT).
The Secretariat welcomes any additional information or clarification on specific
cases at legalaffairs(at)encharter.org.
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ENERGY CHARTER SECRETARIAT’S ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS
***
The Energy Charter Participates in China Belt and Road Seminar
The Third Annual Belt Road Initiative Seminar and Training Program concluded in
Beijing on September 26, 2019, with the Energy Charter Secretariat once again
contributing to the proceedings of this international gathering. This year’s
seminar was combined with the 8th annual edition of the Global Energy Security
Forum, a high-profile international platform for evaluating the core energy and
climate related challenges at the global level. China is rapidly developing itself as
a leading platform for debating the role of the different fuel technologies within
the context of the energy transition and welcomes a broad spectrum of opinions
on the subject matter. The 2019 Seminar and Forum included a diversity of
stakeholders from countries around the world. The Secretariat’s Expansion Unit
contributed to both the Forum and the Seminar, partnering once again with the
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences in the hosting of these meetings.
China remains in close collaboration with the Energy Charter Process, with a long
track record of cooperation with the Secretariat in Brussels. The Secretariat’s
delegation during this working visit held meetings with its partners in China,
including the Chinese Electricity Council (CEC), with whom the Energy Charter
manages the work of the Beijing Research Centre. The CEC is the largest
association of power sector companies in China, with more than one thousand
members. It was previously the Ministry of Power. The CEC and the Secretariat will
together convene a seminar on dispute mediation in China in late November
2019, which will be held back-back with the BRC’s annual symposium.
The Secretariat’s Expansion Unit also took advantage of the visit to China to meet
with Chinese government officials who were previously seconded to the Energy
Charter Secretariat in Brussels. Meetings were also held with the Shanghai Stock
Exchange, as well as representatives from the Chinese private sector in the
Shanghai region. China singed the International Energy Charter in 2015 and
completed the necessary accession reports to accede to the Energy Charter
Treaty in 2018.
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The International Energy Charter strengthens ties with West Africa
On September 16 2019, the International
Energy Charter participated in the Second
Steering Committee meeting of the
Programme for Improving the Governance of
the Energy Sector (AGoSE) of the ECOWAS
Member States, which took place in
Abuja, Nigeria. The Energy Charter
Secretariat has developed a track record of
cooperation with ECOWAS (ie, the Economic
Cooperation Organisation of West African States) in recent years, since a number of
the countries from West Africa are currently in the process of acceding to the Energy
Charter Treaty. The Secretariat’s cooperation with ECOWAS includes a project
component of the AGoSE Program, where the Energy Charter is assisting ECOWAS
member states with a number of capacity building activities designed to enhance
regional cooperation as well as energy governance in West Africa. The current
cooperation between the Secretariat and the ECOWAS Commission is strongly
endorsed by the EU Delegation in Nigeria.
The Second AGoSE-AO Steering Committee met in order to evaluate all relevant
aspects of the entirety of the AGoSE project, including the segment of the activities
where the Energy Charter is contributing directly. Participants in the meeting
included specialised energy agencies established under the ECOWAS banner, EU
Delegations from the regional states which are involved in overseeing grant
agreements, aid agencies, representatives of international energy bodies such as
IRENA, as well as other stakeholders. The Secretariat’s Expansion Unit presented in
some detail all elements of the Energy Charter component of the AGoSE project
which have been implemented thus far, including the Secretariat’s secondment
program and other forms of capacity building activities. All of this contributed to
further visibility, awareness raising and stakeholder education in relation to the
expansion of the Energy Charter process in West Africa. Of the regional states,
Nigeria, Senegal and The Gambia are all firmly in the accession process to the
Energy Charter Treaty.

INTERNATIONAL ENERGY CHARTER FOR EU4ENERGY*
***
Energy Efficiency Task Force for Buildings in Armenia

Upcoming Events

On 17 October 2019, EU4Energy and
the
Ministry
of
Territorial
Administration and Infrastructure
of Armenia organised the first meeting
of the Building Energy Efficiency Task
Force. Deputy Minister Hakob
Vardanyan opened the meeting.
The first meeting of the task force was
dedicated to presenting the best EU
and international experience in "Nearly
Zero Energy Buildings" (NZEB) and
building eco-labelling schemes (Green building certification schemes). The
members of the task force agreed that there is a need to intensify national
discussions on setting NZEB requirements and welcomed the ongoing
EU4Energy support to developing a NZEB Roadmap for Armenia. On ecolabelling requirements, the task force members advised that such certification
schemes should not be made mandatory, but rather it should encourage
voluntary implementation schemes such as, for example, LEEDS, bream, etc. The
task force further suggested that EU4Energy considers amendments to the
current work programme for Armenia to substitute the planned development of
an eco-labelling regulation. Date and agenda topics of the next meeting of the
task force will be agreed and confirmed in due time.
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