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Europe solar generation capacity expected to grow strongly 

post-2020 once the COVID-19 short-term impacts on the solar market 

begin to fade out 

Europe: Strong market growth post COVID-19 
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Looking forward, solar is set to be the dominant source of electricity 

generation in Europe. 

A 100% renewable energy system 

is primarily a solar story. As of 

2040, solar PV becomes the dominant 

source of electricity generation across all 

three scenarios in Europe. By 2050, 

reaches at least 48% in the Laggard 

scenario and up to 63% in the Leadership 

scenario. 
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A 100% renewable energy system is the most cost-efficient way to become 

climate neutral by 2050. 

The cumulative costs of achieving a 100% renewable energy by 2050 in the Moderate scenario are 

6% lower than the cost of inadequate action in the less ambitious Laggard scenario, 

which reaches only 62% renewables by 2050, thus missing both the targets of European climate 

neutrality and the Paris Agreement.  
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As part of the European Green Deal, the EU prepares legislation that will 

enshrine climate-neutrality into law 

In March 2020 the European Commission (EC) 

proposed the European Climate Law: the 

framework to achieve climate neutrality by 2050 

 

New 2030 Climate Target Plan 

- To increase the EU’s 2030 decarbonisation target to 

55% GHG emission reductions from current 

40% 

- Renewable energy ambition to increase from 32% 

to 38% to 40% of RES in final energy 

- Extension of EU ETS to cover transport and 

buildings 
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EU COVID Recovery plan to boost green and digital 

 

 

 

EU recovery package “Next Generation EU” (€750 billion, under negotiation): 
fiscal stimulus to counter the effects of the COVID pandemic, to be disbursed from 2021 to end of 2023 

 



A solar-powered recovery plan 

State of Solar - SolarPower Summit 

“Power up” - Aditionnal Solar tenders  

Modernisation of EU electricity grid infrastructure  

De-risking for medium-sized companies willing to 

engage in corporate renewable PPAs 

Development of a robust industrial strategy 



Thank you for your attention.  
Máté Heisz, Head of International Cooperation 
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The report is for download at: 
www.solarpowereurope.org 


