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The Ashgabat Energy Charter Forum addressed important topics related to energy security and 
energy transit. The focus of the event was on cross-border trade in natural gas, oil and electricity 
on the Eurasian continent. The Forum was co-organised by the Government of Turkmenistan and 
the Energy Charter Secretariat. It was followed by the International Meeting of Experts convened by 
Turkmenistan in accordance with the mandate from UNGA Resolution 67/263 on “Reliable and stable 
transit of energy and its role in ensuring sustainable development and international cooperation”.

The Forum brought together over one hundred high-level participants from governments, 
international organisations, business and academia to discuss the importance of reliable and stable 
transit of energy for sustainable development and international cooperation. Specific attention was 
given to the role of the cross-border and transit infrastructure for energy security and economic 
development as well as specific needs of energy producing, transit and consuming countries. 
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His Excellency, Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov, the President of Turkmenistan, in his opening speech 
stressed the importance of the global energy cooperation and the role of Turkmenistan in promoting 
international dialogue on energy security. The President outlined that Turkmenistan being one of the 
biggest natural gas producers in the world, believes that the relationships among energy producing, 
transit and consumer countries should be driven by common interests and be built on the basis of 
long-term cooperation rather than rivalry. Reliable and stable energy transit is a critical element of 
global energy architecture in order to ensure energy security. The President, in this regard, emphasised 
the role of the Energy Charter in consolidation of international attempts to create effective, fair and 
balanced energy cooperation model. 

Dr. Urban Rusnák, Secretary General of the Energy Charter, in his welcoming remarks, addressed 
current challenges of global energy governance. He confirmed the availability of the Energy Charter, 
as a unique multilateral organisation promoting energy security and international cooperation, to 
serve as a platform for further elaboration of common principles and rules on energy transit. Dr. 
Rusnak also informed delegates of the ongoing modernisation process of the Energy Charter and 
invited non-member countries to join this platform by signing the International Energy Charter at the 
Ministerial Conference in The Hague in May 2015.

In the continuation of the opening session, the following high-level officials addressed the Forum 
participants – Mr. Ivan Vrdoljak, Minister of Economy of Croatia, Mr. Ervand Zaharyan, Minister of 
Energy and Natural Resources of Armenia and Mr. Halil Yurdakul Yigitgüden, Co-ordinator of OSCE 
Economic and Environmental Activities. They welcomed the initiative of Turkmenistan to discuss 

“The Energy Charter Treaty is the only multilateral Treaty providing binding rules 
on energy transit and investments. Undoubtedly, it has played a positive role 
in facilitating pipeline projects. This is documented in many Intergovernmental 
Agreements that refer to the Energy Charter Treaty. The fact that all five countries 
in Central Asia are full contracting parties of the Energy Charter Treaty, together 
with almost the whole of Europe, Turkey, the Southern Caucasus, Mongolia and 
Japan, gives investors a lot of comfort.”

Urban Rusnák, Secretary General, Energy Charter

“We are confident that the 
Energy Charter can and must 
play one of the leading roles 
in consolidation of efforts in 
order to create effective, fair and 
balanced model of relationships 
on a global energy scale as 
well as provide leadership and 
instruments for innovative ideas 
and approaches. Turkmenistan 
is ready to provide all necessary 
support for this.”

Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov, 
President of Turkmenistan
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ways to secure reliable and stable transit of energy in the context of sustainable development 
and expressed their appreciation of the competence and support of the Energy Charter in dealing 
with this important topic. They agreed that energy cooperation contributes not only to economic 
development on a national and regional levels but also influences political stability globally.

The first session of the Forum was devoted to the perspectives of the energy producing countries. 
The importance of the infrastructure to transport energy resources from where they are produced 
to where they are mostly needed was stressed. From the energy producer’s perspective, stable and 
reliable transit as well as cross-border cooperation are critical in order to reach attractive downstream 
markets. 

Mr. Maroš Šefčovič, Commissioner for Energy Union and Vice-President of the European Commission, 
in his video address pointed to the challenges related to energy security faced by the European 
Union. Security of supply along with climate change mitigation is a primary objective and key pillar of 
the European Energy Security Strategy. For this purpose, the European Commission would continue 
pursuing policy towards increased cooperation with neighbouring countries and diversification of 
supply both in terms of sources and routes. The Vice-President referred in particular to the importance of 
the EU’s Southern Gas Corridor, including the Trans-Caspian Pipeline. Mr. Šefčovič argued that having 
a favourable investment climate is essential to build and develop energy transport infrastructure for 
stable and reliable transit, and the Energy Charter plays an important role in this regard.

Representatives of the governments and businesses from Kazakhstan, China, Iran and Azerbaijan 
discussed various issues related to the energy security stressing the role of transport infrastructure. 
China as the largest importer of Turkmen gas, presented its approach to the diversification of routes 
going through the Central Asian countries. Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan and Iran shared their views on 
the development of new gas pipeline projects in order to access perspective markets as well as the 
security of already established energy flows. 

“Given all the challenges ahead of us, the new European Commission intends to give 
priority in the coming years to the construction of a resilient Energy Union, with a 
forward-looking climate change policy. My aim is to build an Energy Union which should 
secure, affordable and sustainable energy. Energy security will be a prime objective and 
a key pillar of this Union.“

Maroš Šefčovič, Vice-President for the Energy Union, European Commission

OPENING SESSION – SETTING THE SCENE 
 Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov, President of Turkmenistan
 Urban Rusnák, Secretary General, Energy Charter
 Ivan Vrdoljak, Minister of Economy, Croatia
 Ervand Zaharyan, Minister of Energy and Natural Resources, Armenia
 Halil Yurdakul Yigitgüden, Co-ordinator of OSCE Economic and Environmental Activities
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The second session of the Forum addressed challenges and benefits of energy transit. Challenges 
associated with cross-border trade become even more complicated when they involve a transit 
country. The most important task is to reconcile the interests of producing, transit and consuming 
countries which are to a great extent contradictory. 

The representatives of transit countries agreed during this session that transit plays an important 
role in the energy supply chain. On the one hand, transit countries receive significant benefits from 
energy flows, but at the same time these countries take the responsibility and the risk of obligations 
to ensure energy security of other countries. The session participants shared the view that there is a 
need in specific rules on transit to ensure the balance of interests of various parties involved.

Speakers from Latvia, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Georgia and Turkey discussed specific infrastructure 
projects linking different regions in Eurasia. Georgia during its Chairmanship in the Energy Charter 
Conference intends to pay special attention to energy transit and cross-border cooperation issues. 
The Kyrgyz Minister of Energy described challenges related to power infrastructure in Central Asia 
and potential interconnection with South Asia. Kazakhstan, being itself a major energy producers, 
also has some transit obligations. Transit was one of the main agenda items for Kazakhstan during 
its Energy Charter Chairmanship in 2014. Turkey shared the views that diversification of routes and 
sources is an important factor of energy security and political stability. 

The third session of the Forum discussed energy transit issues from the consumers’ perspective. 
Energy consuming countries find transport infrastructure to be an important requirement of 
diversification of energy sources and routes in order to ensure security of supply and economic 
stability. International cooperation is critical for the consumer to benefit from the cross-border 
trade of energy resources. Another important factor for the security of supply is availability of 
proper emergency mechanisms and protection of critical energy infrastructure from natural and 
man-made disasters. 

Representatives of Pakistan, Laos, India and China agreed that international energy trade and 
integrated energy markets would benefit the economic development of the countries. Energy 

SECOND SESSION – TRANSIT OF ENERGY RESOURCES: PROBLEMS AND BENEFITS
 Chaired by Halil Yurdakul Yigitgüden, Co-ordinator of OSCE Economic and Environmental Activities
 Mārtiņš Lazdovskis, State Secretary, Ministry of the Economy, Latvia
 Kairgeldy Kabyldin, General Director, KazTransOil JSC
 Kubanychbek Turdubaev, Minister of Energy and Industry, Kyrgyz Republic
 Teimuraz Gochitashvili, Chairman of the Supervisory Board, Georgian Oil and Gas Corporation
 Reha A. Muratoglu, Head, Transit Petroleum Pipelines Department, Ministry of Energy, Turkey

FIRST SESSION – GAS PRODUCERS’ PERSPECTIVE
 Chaired by Yagshigeldy Kakayev, Director, State Agency for Management and Use of Hydrocarbon 

Resources at the President of Turkmenistan
 Maroš Šefčovič, Vice-President for the Energy Union, European Commission (video address)
 Jambulat Sarsenov, Vice-Chairman, Energy Charter Conference
 Wang Zhongcai, Vice president, CNPC Exploration & Development Company (CNODC)
 Azizollah Ramazani, Manager of International Affairs in National Iranian Gas Company (NIGC) and Chairman 

of board in National Iranian Gas Export Company (NIGEC)
 Parviz Garibzade, Senior Advisor of the Minister of Energy, Azerbaijan
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interdependence would promote sustainable trade, closer economic links and improve investment 
climate. China, Pakistan and India are particularly interested in the vast energy reserves of Central 
Asia, already implementing several infrastructure projects such as Central-Asia-China Gas Pipeline, 
CASA-1000 and TAPI. Laos is an active player of the regional electricity projects in ASEAN utilizing 
existing interconnections with Thailand, Vietnam, Cambodia and China to export its hydropower 
surpluses. 

Delegates of the Forum on Reliable and Stable Transit of Energy agreed that transportation of 
energy resources through fixed infrastructure should be based on common rules and cooperation 
mechanisms in order to balance the interests of producing, transit and consuming countries. The 
Energy Charter Treaty provides a mechanism facilitating energy trade and transit and protecting 
energy investments. The adoption of an International Energy Charter declaration in 2015 is aimed at 
the expansion and modernisation of its cooperation mechanism and principles. 

INTERNATIONAL MEETING OF EXPERTS
The Forum was held back to back with the International Meeting of Experts convened by the Government 
of Turkmenistan in implementation of the UN General Assembly’s Resolution 67/263 “Reliable and stable 
transit of energy and its role in ensuring sustainable development and international cooperation”. 
As an outcome of these both events, it was agreed that the Energy Charter and the Government of 
Turkmenistan will continue this process in 2015 by organising a follow-up event in Brussels, Belgium with 
the aim to finalise it in 2017 under the Chairmanship of Turkmenistan in the Energy Charter Conference. 

THIRD SESSION – DIVERSIFICATION OF SOURCES AND CONSUMERS’ OPTIONS
 Chaired by Kanat Botbaev, Energy Charter Secretariat
 Sinava Souphanouvong, Vice Minister of Energy and Mines, Lao PDR
 T. V. Nagendra Prasad, Ambassador of India to Turkmenistan
 Inam Ullah, Section Officer, Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Resources, Pakistan
 Hu Chunyu, Division Director, The Pipeline Company “Central Asia China” of CNPC





About Us
The Energy Charter Secretariat provides support to the Energy Charter Conference (52 states), the international 
organisation based on the Energy Charter Treaty. The aim of the Treaty is to strengthen the rule of law on energy 
issues, by creating a level playing field of rules to be observed by all participating governments, thereby mitigating 
risks associated with energy-related investment and trade. The Treaty focuses on: the protection of foreign investments; 
non-discriminatory conditions for energy trade; reliable energy transit; the resolution of state-to-state and, in the case of 
investments, investor-state disputes; and energy efficiency policies.

Boulevard de la Woluwe 56 • B-1200 Brussels • Belgium
Tel.: +32 2 775 98 00 • Fax: +32 2 775 98 01
Email: info@encharter.org • www.encharter.org

ENERGY CHARTER SECRETARIAT
2015

International Organisations with Observer Status:

ASEAN, BASREC, BSEC, CIS Electric Power Council, EBRD, IEA, IRENA, OECD, UN-ECE, World Bank, WTO

Algeria

Bahrain

China

Egypt

Iran

Korea

Kuwait

Nigeria

Oman

Qatar

Saudi Arabia

Tunisia

United Arab Emirates

Venezuela

OBSERVERS TO THE ENERGY CHARTER CONFERENCE – by invitation of the Conference

Energy Charter Constituency
MEMBERS OF THE ENERGY CHARTER CONFERENCE – signed the 1991 Energy Charter and the 1994 Energy Charter Treaty

Afghanistan

Albania

Armenia

Australia*

Austria

Azerbaijan

Belarus*

Belgium

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Bulgaria

Croatia

Cyprus

Czech Republic

Denmark

Estonia

European Union and 
Euratom

Finland

France

Georgia

Germany

Greece

Hungary

Iceland*

Ireland

Italy

Japan

Kazakhstan

Kyrgyzstan

Latvia

Liechtenstein

Lithuania

Luxembourg

Malta

Moldova

Mongolia

the Netherlands

Norway*

Poland

Portugal

Romania

Russian Federationˆ

Slovakia

Slovenia

Spain

Sweden

Switzerland

Tajikistan

The former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia

Turkey

Turkmenistan

Ukraine

United Kingdom

Uzbekistan

* – denotes state in which ratification of the Energy Charter Treaty is still pending

ˆ – the Russian Federation signed the Energy Charter Treaty and was applying it provisionally until 18 October 2009 inclusive

Canada

Indonesia

Jordan

Mauritania

Montenegro

Morocco

Pakistan

Palestine

Serbia

Syria

United States of America

Yemen

OBSERVERS TO THE ENERGY CHARTER CONFERENCE – signed the 1991 Energy Charter


