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STATEMENT BY THE DELEGATION OF ITALY 

International Meeting of Experts on Reliable and Stable 
Transit of Energy for Sustainable Development, 

Asghabat, December 10-11, 2014 

Chair, Ministers, Ambassadors, Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen 

We would like to express our thanks for the invitation and congratulate on behalf of the Gov-
ernment of Italy, the Government of Turkmenistan and Hon. Rashid Meredov, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs for convening this International Meeting of Experts on Reliable and Stable 
Transit of Energy for Sustainable Development. Italy and Turkmenistan have an established 
practice of energy partnerships and exchanges. Quite a few Italian companies are active in 
this Country and we hope that the our inter-relations can strengthen and further develop dur-
ing the years to come. 

The subject of reliable and stable transit looks timely and up to the energy challenges before 
all of us. We sympathise with Turkmenistan that in its position of land-locked country is con-
tributing to energy security, while sharing its hydrocarbon resources and overcoming unde-
sired and complex barriers to its energy exports .  

The efforts which are being made by the Government of Turkmenistan to bring before the at-
tention of the international energy community the problem of energy transits should be ap-
preciated. With a view to these efforts, we praise the Secretary General, Ambassador Urban 
Rusnák and the Secretariat of the Energy Charter Treaty for their role in co-organising and 
leading this event.  

We believe indeed that the new International Energy Charter declaration which will be pro-
posed for signature during the High-Level Ministerial Conference that the Government of the 
Netherlands will convene during Spring next year, can provide the process of modernisation, 
consolidation and expansion of the Treaty with added boost and  momentum  also with regard 
to the protection of energy investments, energy trade and transit.  

During the second half of this year, Italy has the rotating Presidency of the European Union. 
Three prongs appear to characterise European energy policies: the need to ensure economic 
growth and competitiveness, the concerns about security of energy supplies, the urgency to 
confront global climate change. The thrust towards energy source and supply diversification, 
energy grids integration and the new programmes for promoting energy efficiency would 
shape European demand for hydrocarbons and fossil fuels. 

In its position, the Governments of Italy intends to facilitate the further integration of the 
markets of Member States into a single European energy market. Investments in new inter-
connections are essential to this goal, notably new power lines, natural gas terminals and 
pipelines, reverse flows, and storage facilities. 

The so-called Southern Corridor linking Azerbaijan through Turkey, Greece and Albania to 
Italy has found the agreement of all interested parties and players. Construction can start and 
a new strategic route for natural gas supply will be available to Europe. 
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I would like to echo what has been said in this Meeting and recall that the first idea for such a 
southern gas and energy route goes back into the years and is part of the strategy to connect 
countries from the Caspian region and Central Asia to the European energy market. 

Just a few weeks ago on November 18-19, the Government of Italy has organised in Rome 
the High-Level Euromed Ministerial Conference on Building a Euro-Mediterranean Energy 
Bridge. Participants came from countries of Europe, the Mediterranean Region and Middle 
East. With a view to the trans-Mediterranean energy cooperation, trade and transport, the 
High-Level Conference has approved two platforms for co-operation on electric power and 
natural gas, respectively. 

Public-private partnerships will have a role in these platforms as well as industry associa-
tions, the Mediterranean association of energy regulatory agencies Medreg and the associa-
tion of electricity transport operators Med ETSO. By means of these platforms and similar in-
itiatives we intend to continue our effort to promote energy interconnections and collabora-
tions in the Euro-Mediterranean area as well as in other neighbouring regions. 

As for energy transit, we see as many others said during this Meeting, the need of developing 
a shared international legal instrument containing a set of binding principles and rules which 
would apply to different contexts and situations. Clearly, the existing experience of intergov-
ernmental, bilateral and multilateral agreements, and host government agreements can pro-
vide a basis to build a broader legal framework. 

Two aspects deserve consideration in our view. First aspect, the variety of national and re-
gional energy market structures and energy systems may impact energy transits. New actors 
such as the independent regulatory authorities in quite a few countries, the separate transmis-
sion system operators which are emerging and entering the scene, may add complexity to any 
legal instrument. Financing mechanisms and types energy supply contracts might also have 
an influence on energy transits while investment protection remains an essential ingredient. 

The second aspect that would deserve consideration is the fact that different international 
(and regional) organisations appear to have the issue of reliable and stable energy transit in 
their broad mandates. Notably, the Energy Charter Treaty, WTO, and UN branches. These 
three organisation are all present here and a unique merit of this International Meeting of Ex-
perts is the productive dialogue which has been established. We consider such as dialogue 
worth pursuing and expanding. Proposals and actions for better co-ordination and harmonisa-
tion of efforts made by the Energy Charter Treaty, WTO and UN branches and for defining a 
shared timeline can be one of the key result of this Meeting of Experts. 

Another result of the Meeting in our judgment, is the interaction that the Meeting was able to 
establish between governments and interests from energy producing, transit and consuming 
countries as well as between private experts and academia on the energy transit issues. We 
assume this type of interaction might continue and characterise the announced meeting that 
the Government of Turkmenistan may wish to promote during the first half of 2005. 

Sustainable economic growth, granting secure energy access to all and means to confront 
climate change are some of the challenges before us which may provide future commitment 
with direction and priorities. We will be glad to contribute. 

Chairman and dear representatives and delegates of the Government of Turkmenistan, your 
warm hospitality in this magnificent city of Ashgabat and the excellent organisation were 
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highly appreciated. Please, have our best wishes for the success of your future initiatives and 
endeavour. 

 Thanks to all of you for your attention. 

Sergio Garribba 
Counsellor for Energy Policy 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
International Co-operation of Italy 


